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NEWSLETTER NO. 2 (SEPTEMBER 2015) 
 

WHAT IS THE EDINBURGH MARINE NETWORK (EMN)? 

There is a growing interest in marine environments and maritime issues throughout the world. Within 
Edinburgh University, diverse staff and students conduct research, teach, or have personal interests in 
marine issues, but often do not know about each other.  Academic Staff and Researchers from Law, 
Geosciences, Engineering, Political Science and other Schools are initiating the EMN to connect across 
the University and beyond. We envisage a range of gatherings to share ideas, foster collaboration and 
explore the different ways we view and value marine systems.  
 

GET INVOLVED!! 

If you would like to be part of the EMN, get involved in our activities, or find out about future events, 
please get in touch and share any ideas you have!  

Email address: emn@ed.ac.uk  
 

 

LAW AND GEOSCEINCES LAUNCH COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH PROJECT ON 
ECOSYSTEM SERVICES FOR POVERTY ALLEVIATION IN THE FISHERIES SECTOR

 
Professor Elisa Morgera (Law) and Dr Meriwether Wilson (Geosciences) have been awarded a Blue 
Skies research grant by the Ecosystem Services for Poverty Alleviation (ESPA) programme. Their 
project investigates how science can be translated into law in ways that encourage more sustainable 
fishing that benefits those experiencing poverty. The project, titled “Sharing the benefits of sustainable 
fisheries: from global to local legal approaches to marine ecosystem services for poverty alleviation”, 
extends ESPA research into a new academic domain: law. The programme is funded by the UK's 
Department for International Development (DFID), the Natural Environment Research Council 
(NERC) and the Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC), as part of the UK’s Living with 
Environmental Change partnership. The project will run from September 2015 to August 2016. It aims 
to assess the role and limitations of law as an enabling condition for reducing different dimensions of 
poverty in the context of marine ecosystem services, with a particular focus on fisheries. The project 
builds on the research on the legal concept of fair and equitable benefit-sharing that Professor Morgera 
is conducting under a grant of the European Research Council (BENELEX: "Benefit-sharing for an 
equitable transition to the green economy - the role of law", 2013-2018), for which Dr Wilson serves as 
a member of the board of advisor.  A launch event will take place on 21 September – see events page 
below. 
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LAW SCHOOL AWARDED GLOBAL LEGAL CONSULTANCY  
ON MARINE BIODIVERSITY IN THE DEEP SEAS 

 
In May 2015, Professor Elisa Morgera and Dr James Harrison were awarded a global legal consultancy 
to provide guidance on the implementation of international legal instruments related to biodiversity 
conservation in the deep seas by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO). 
The consultancy project is titled “Development and application of guidance material for the 
implementation of international legal instruments related to biodiversity conservation in areas beyond 
national jurisdiction” and will run until August 2019. It is part of a larger project funded by the Global 
Environment Fund (GEF) for “Sustainable fisheries management and biodiversity conservation of 
deep-sea living marine resources and ecosystems in the areas beyond national jurisdiction.” The 
consultancy aims at improving implementation of existing international obligations and good practices 
from global and regional legal and policy instruments on sustainable fisheries and biodiversity 
conservation.  
 
In particular, Professor Morgera and Dr Harrison will be responsible for the identification of 
constraints to the implementation of legal and policy instruments related to biodiversity conservation in 
areas beyond national jurisdiction, and the formulation of recommendations to address these challenges 
through legislative intervention. The findings will be distilled in a global implementation guide, which 
will be further developed into a regional model policy and legal framework and shared through a 
capacity building programme. Professor Morgera and Dr Harrison will, on that basis, also contribute to 
revising draft national legislation in selected countries. 
 

STUDENT TRIP TO LONDON-BASED INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 
WORKING ON MARINE ISSUES 

 
In May 2015, a group of Edinburgh LLM and MSc students, led by Dr James Harrison, took a trip 
down to London to discover more about the work of two international marine organizations based in 
that city. The students first visited the International Maritime Organization (IMO), where they had a 
tour of the building, followed by a lecture from a member of IMO staff on the current work of the 
Organization.  The students then went to meet a claims officer at the International Oil Pollution 
Compensation Fund who explained how the organization worked with victims of oil pollution in order 
to provide compensation following oil spills.  Basant Abdel-Ghany Abdel-Meguid, who was involved in 
organizing the trip, said afterwards that “this trip has allowed me to get an insight into the organisations 
we have studied about, and to hear, first-hand, from those who work there. They helped us to see 
the successes, contradictions and shortcomings of two different international organisations with 
contrasting operating mechanisms. Overall, it has helped to revitalize my ambition and to get me to 
think about my possible  
future plans.” 
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EMN RESEARCH SPOTLIGHT:  
 

DR DANIELA DIZ PEREIRA PINTO 
 

Dr Daniela Diz Pereira Pinto is a researcher based at the University of Edinburgh, with an interest in 
international fisheries law and policy.  Daniela is trained both in law (Federal Universit of Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil) and marine management (University of Dalhousie, Canada) and she completed her PhD 
on the ecosystems-based approach to fisheries management in areas beyond national jurisdiction at the 
University of Edinburgh in 2010. Following her doctorate, Daniela returned to work in the not-for-
profit sector, as a Marine Policy Officer at WWF Canada and as a writer for the Earth Negotiations 
Bulletin. Daniela thus has a broad range of experience in both the law and diplomacy of international 
negotiations relating to the protection of the marine environment.  In September 2015, Daniela jointed 
the ESPA project “Sharing the benefits of sustainable fisheries: from global to local legal approaches to 
marine ecosystem services for poverty alleviation” as a researcher.  
Recent publications: D. Diz Perira Pinto, Fisheries Management in Areas beyond National Jurisdiction (Martinus Nijhoff, 2013). 

 

LEARNING INTERDISCIPLINARY TROPICAL RESEARCH METHODS…  
IN THE MALDIVES! 

	  
In April 2015, students on Edinburgh University’s new MSc in Marine Systems and Policies went on an 
amazing field trip to several atolls in the Republic of the Maldives to explore a range of natural and 
social science marine research methods and settings relevant to small island settings.   The 
interdisciplinary field trip was a joint initiative with the University of Edinburgh and Heriot Watt 
University, with a total of 16 students and 4 staff from both institutions.  Edinburgh staff included, Dr 
Meriwether Wilson (marine ecologist and MSc Marine Programme Director), Professor Sandy Tudhope 
(atoll geologist, and Head of the School of GeoSciences); and Dr Laura Jeffrey (anthropologist in the  
School of Social and Political Sciences).  The Heriot Watt team included Professor Murray Roberts and 
Dr Seb Henning, both coral reef ecologists.  Students met with government and NGO leaders, as well 
as experiencing first hand the intensely populated and developed island of Male, the nation’s capital.  
Most of the fieldwork was done on the remote, sparsely inhabited Magoohood island, with the facilities 
and team of the MAHRE Marine Laboratory, a joint initiative of the University of Milano-Bicocca and 
the Maldivian government, providing a fantastic base camp. During our nine days on Magoodhoo, the 
students carried out a range of snorkel and dive studies on coral reef ecology, dynamics and health; 
measured and mapped the elevation of the entire island to study sea level rise, and conducted a series of 
interviews about local perceptions of climate change with local teachers, school groups and village 
leaders.   They also briefly visited South Ari Atoll to meet with the Maldives Whale Shark Research 
Programme and look for whale sharks – did not see any, will have to go back!  
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UPCOMING MARINE EVENTS IN EDINBURGH AND BEYOND 
 

21 September 2015: EMN Welcome Event  
Introduction to the EMN and launch of a new 'blue skies' research project funded by ESPA/DIFID 
led by Professor Elisa Morgera of Edinburgh Law School and Dr. Meriwether Wilson of the School of 
GeoSciences entitled: “Sharing the benefits of sustainable fisheries: from global to local legal 
approaches to marine ecosystem services for poverty alleviation”.   

Details: ECCI Assembly Room, 18:00-20:00. All welcome! 

30 September 2015: Provisional measures in the Case concerning the Enrica Lexie Incident  - 
did ITLOS get it right? 
Meeting of the International Law Discussion Group to debate the most recent decision from the 
International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea. For more info, see http://www.ildg.law.ed.ac.uk/  

Details: Wednesday 30 September 2015, Room B57 Old College, 16:00-18:00 

30 September – 2 October 2015: Marine Alliance for Science and Technology for Scotland 
(MASTS) Fifth Annual Science Meeting 
Under the theme of ‘Influencing our Marine Future’, the 2015 ASM will promote the latest advances in 
marine science, explore our current state of knowledge, encourage global perspectives, appraise long-
term data series, and explore how well we are equipped to address future research needs. Programme 
and registration information available at: http://www.masts.ac.uk/annual-science-meeting/ 

Details: Technology and Innovation Centre, Glasgow.  

20 October 2015: Buckland Foundation Colloquium on Securing the Supply of Food from 
Marine Fisheries 
Series of talks and discussion featuring Prof. Colin Bannister (Emeritus Fellow at Cefas Lowestoft), Dr. 
David Righton (Fisheries science leader at Cefas Lowestoft), and Prof. Carl O’Brien (Chief Fisheries 
Science Advisor to DEFRA, based at Cefas Lowestoft).  

Details: Room LG.09, David Hume Tower, 18:00-21:00 

16 November 2015: Seminar on the Continental Shelf beyond 200 Nautical Miles: Delineation, 
Delimitation and Dispute Settlement by Dr Bjarni Mar Magnusson, Reykjavik University  
A former Edinburgh PhD student returns to talk about his recent book. Organised by the Scottish 
Centre for International Law, but open to all!  

Details: Lecture Theatre 1, 7 Bristo Square, 16:00-18:00 

10 November 2015: Ocean Future Lecture by Dr Meriwether Wilson 

Seventh public lecture in the Our Changing World 2015 series. Register in advance via: 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/ocean-futures-balancing-blue-growth-and-conservation-our-changing-
world-lecture-by-dr-meriwether-tickets-18510830392  

Details: George Square Lecture Theatre, 18:30-20:00 (doors open 18:15) 

9 December 2015: GESA Postgraduate Reading Group on ‘Blue Growth Challenges 

Back by popular demand(!), the discussion will focus on the challenges of managing competing 
demands on ocean space, whilst ensuring sustainability. Open to any Edinburgh postgraduate students 
with an interest in the area. Pre-registration necessary. See: http://tinyurl.com/gesamarine  

Details: ECCI Training and Skills Room, 14:00-16:00 


